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I. From the Cult of Pedagogy blog:  

 
 



 
 

II. Common downfalls of the anticipatory set: 
A. Reinforcing the idea that learning must be entertaining in order to be relevant   
B. Choosing “hooks” that are fun/exciting at the expense of being related to the lesson 
C. Too many video clips! 
D. Too short! 

 
III. Preparation: Reclaiming the fullness of the anticipatory set 

A. Key differences: 
1. Grounded in student experience 
2. Wonder over entertainment  
3. Significant portion of class time  
4. Active engagement over passive participation  

B. Examples of preparation: 
1. (Prayer) 
2. Ponder a definition. 

a) Write down as many definitions as you can for . . .  
b) Use the word “growth” in four different sentences.  
c) How would you define love?  

3. Re-view previous lessons/logoi.  
a) Ensure that students are providing this review, not the teacher.  
b) Consider a parable from various points of view.  

4. Draw on student experience.  
a) Think about a time in your life when...  
b) Have you ever… 

5. Respond to a thought-provoking question. 
a) Is it more satisfying to work through an argument, or to be right?  
b) Do you think you could make it through a whole day without using 

multiplication? Why or why not?  
6. Consider a famous quote.  

a) Commonplace book 
b) Quote wall 

7. Others?  
 

 
 

The secret to an effective preparation: know your logos.  
 


