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Our Mission 

The mission of the Church in 

every generation is to introduce the 

world to its Savior. 



Our Mission

The mission of the Church in every 

generation is to introduce the world to 

its Savior. Introducing people to Jesus 

Christ leads people to discuss not only 

who Jesus is but also to discover who 

they are in relation to him. Made in 

God’s image and likeness, saved by 

Christ, emboldened by the Holy Spirit, 

men and women are to use their 

minds to discover the truth and their 

wills to seek the good. Most of all, 

they are to train their hearts to love 

God and all those whom He loves. 

Directing people on this quest has led 

the Church in every age to conduct 

Catholic schools.













Truth, Beauty, Goodness 

Enamored of our present epoch, blind 
to all its characteristic dangers, 
intoxicated with everything modern, 
there are many Catholics who no longer 
ask whether something is true, or 
whether it is good and beautiful, or 
whether it has intrinsic value: they ask 
only whether it is up-to-date, suitable 
to "modern man" and the technological 
age, whether it is challenging, dynamic, 
audacious, progressive.

Dietrich von Hildebrand 



A Cultural Crisis

A Crisis in Education… 

“Education tends to be reduced to 

the transmission of specific abilities 

or capacities whose only goal is a 

career or profession.”

(Pope Benedict XVI)



A Cultural Crisis

A Crisis of Values... “assumes the 

form, often exalted by the 

media, of subjectivism, moral 

relativism, and nihilism.” 

(Congregation for Catholic 

Education, The Catholic School on 

the Threshold of the Third 

Millennium).



A Cultural Crisis

A Crisis of Meaning… “What young 

person is satisfied without a quest for 
meaning? Young people who seek 
nothing are not young people; they are 
retired; they have aged prematurely. It 
is sad to see young people in 
retirement.” (Pope Francis)



A Cultural Crisis

A Crisis of Commitments… 

“In a society where relativism has become a 

dogma, the light of truth is missing; indeed, it 

is considered dangerous and “authoritarian” to 

speak of truth, and the end result is doubt 

about the goodness of life...and in the validity 

of the relationships and commitments in which 

it consists” (Pope Benedict XVI, Address to 

the participants in the Convention of the 

Diocese of Rome 11 June 2007)



American Culture: Anything 
Goes, Nothing Matters

Hold the Teddy Bears and 
Candles
“…a culture where anything 
goes and nothing matters. 
Extract all the meaning and 
purpose from being here on 
earth, and erase as many 
boundaries as you can from 
custom and behavior, and 
watch what happens. 
When nothing is sacred, 
everything is profane.”

Howard Kuntsler



American Culture: Anything 
Goes, Nothing Matters

• We kill our unborn and call it a 

choice.

• We endorse immorality and call it an 

alternative lifestyle.

• We exploit the poor and call it the 

lottery.

• We neglect to discipline our children 

and call it building self-esteem.

• We covet our neighbor's possessions 

and call it ambition.

• We pollute the airwaves with profanity 

and call it freedom of expression.

• We ridicule the time-honored values of 

our forefathers and call it 

enlightenment.



Post-Modern Mentality

Post Modernity Emphasizes…..

• Feeling over Will

• Spirit over Flesh

• Sentimentality over Truth and Values

• Impressions over Intelligence

• Search for Pleasure over Ascetic Morality 

Post Moderns believe …

• Unrestricted Choice

• Emotion

• All cultures are equal







Preaching to Post-Moderns

1.Authority over Authoritarianism
• “Let me show you” not “Because I said so”

2.Authenticity over Rank
• From your experience not your position  

3.Redemption over Moralizing
• Mercy not Judgment

4.Community over Profession
• Focus on relationships 



Slide Title Goes Here, Flush left, 24pt, Arial 
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Six Year Baptism 
Projection 



Weekly Mass Attendance by Generation

(CARA Report, 2005; assorted studies, including Smith, 2005)

•Catholic Pre-Vatican II Generation: 52% 

•Catholic Vatican II Generation: 38%

•Catholic Post-Vatican II Generations: 21% 

•Catholic teens today: about 15%?

• Teens of other

Christian traditions: 39%



1956

•Top Rated TV Star?  Sheen  

• Good Friday, 1956, Bishop Fulton Sheen’s top-rated 

show had a one-hour special on primetime 

television.  He regularly pulled in 30 million viewers.



2016

•Top Paid TV Star?   Sheen

• Sheen remains the top paid TV actor ever at $1.8 

MM per year.



1956 to 2016

1956 

• Mass Attendance – 75%

• Annual Confession – 80%

2016

• Mass Attendance – 25%

• Annual Confession – 12%





DOJ Parish Context 
2011-2016

DuPage County – Parish with Schools
Parishioners -22,258 | -8.18%
Infant Baptism -408 | -14.55%
First Communion -94 | -2.6%
RE Grade School -4797 | -29.05%

Will County – Parishes with Schools Kendall / Grundy – Parishes with Schools
Parishioners -6570 | -4.74% Parishioners +1181 | 17.93%
Infant Baptism -666 | -36.16% Infant Baptism -9 | -11.54%
First Communion -536 | -27.24% First Communion   -9 | -5.73%
RE Grade School -2768 | -29.96% RE Grade School    -73 | -14.46%

Kankakee County – Parishes with Schools

Parishioners -98 | -1.08%
Infant Baptism -23 | -20.91%
First Communion -36 | -24%
RE Grade School -923 | -80%



Faith Knowledge

http://www.ncea.org/UserFiles/File/ACRE-IFG/10_ACRE_IFG_brochure_web.pdf


Faith Knowledge

http://www.ncea.org/UserFiles/File/ACRE-IFG/10_ACRE_IFG_brochure_web.pdf
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Catholic School Culture

Catholic School Culture is the vision, 
values, systems, language, expectations, 
behaviors and beliefs that increase or 
decrease your school’s or our diocese’s 
chances of accomplishing its strategy and 
fulfilling its mission, which in turn 
increases or decreases how much people 
enjoy coming to your school(s).



The “Place” of Theological
Reflection….



Your Score? 

Give the Catholic School Culture in 
your diocese a score: 
1 = soul-crushing, pathetic, miserable, 

sick, get me out of here as soon as 
possible.

10 = dynamic, amazing, healthy, bold,  
serving people powerfully, everyone 
is proud of being Catholic, waitlist, 
no one ever wants to leave.





Your Brand 
is Your Promise

• What Single Word would you want everyone in the 
world to use every time they talked about your 
schools, pretending you could actually control it? 

• What do you believe to be your school’s greatest 
strength? 

• What do you believe to be your school’s Achilles 
heel? 





Your Brand 
is Your Promise

➢ What single word would you want everyone in the 
world to use every time they talked about you as a 
Catholic School Superintendent, pretending you 
could control it?

➢ What do you believe to be your greatest strength 
as a Superintendent?

➢ What do you believe to be your Achilles heel as a 
Superintendent?





Your Brand 
is Your Promise

➢ As a school, what is the message you 
would want to prioritize to your students 
and their families? 

➢ Do you believe that your families 
understand what the category “Catholic 
education” means?





The Culture Solution

What is your school’s most important 

service or “product”?  

Answer:  Your Catholic School Culture is 

your “product.”  Your parents and 

students are consumers of your culture.  

Who is in charge of your Catholic 

school’s culture?

Who is responsible for ensuring its 

success? 





Sunday Mass Attendance

• Objective
• Increase Sunday Mass attendance among school 

families.

• Mass Attendance Polling Dates:
• March, 2014; May, 2015; April, 2016, April 2017

• Implemented Best Practices 
• Schools Participated Voluntarily

• Result: 50% of students attend Mass
• 17% increase from an average of 33% in a past poll



Catholic Curriculum 
Standards



Religion Lesson 
Planning



Catholic Devotions

“An ardor of affection for the 

things of God.” 
Definition:  Those external practices of piety 

by which the devotion of the faithful finds life 

and expression. 

Those feelings of devotion are derived from four principal sources:

1.By the strong appeal which they make to man's emotional instincts

2. By the simplicity of form which puts them within the reach of all

3. By the association with many others in the same good work

4. By their derivation from the example of pious persons who are 

veneration for their holiness. 



Devotion Project

Purpose

1. Develop the devotional life of 
children and adults. 

2. Create leadership opportunities 
for students and faculty.

3. Implement Catholic Identity 
strategy of the Strategic Plan for 
schools.









Divine Mercy Devotion

Between 1931 - 1938, Our Lord 

revealed to St. Faustina the 

new Devotion to Divine Mercy. 

He desired that there be a new 

Feast in honour of His Divine 

Mercy within the Church. He 

told her that, “This Feast 

emerged from the very depths 

of My mercy, and it is 

confirmed in the vast depths 

of My tender mercies. Every 

soul believing and trusting in 

My mercy will obtain it” (Diary 

420). 



Novena for Healing with
Ven. Antonietta Meo

















St. Gertrude Devotion to the 
Holy Souls in Purgatory

Our Lord promised that 1000 
souls would be released from 
purgatory each time this prayer is 
said devoutly. 

Eternal Father, I offer Thee 
the Most Precious Blood of Thy 
Divine Son, Jesus, in union 
with the masses said 
throughout the world today, 
for all the holy souls in 
purgatory, for sinners 
everywhere, for sinners in the 
universal church, those in my 
own home and within my 
family. Amen.



Diocesan Vocation Conference: 

Called By Name





Called By Name





Called By Name





Called By Name



Called By Name



Virtue of Religion

St. Thomas Aquinas teaches that 
the virtue of religion ranks first 
among moral virtues.

Adoration
2096 Adoration is the first act of 
the virtue of religion. To adore God 
is to acknowledge him as God, as 
the Creator and Savior, the Lord 
and Master of everything that 
exists, as infinite and merciful Love.





Parents on a Mission…

The truth of the Gospel “has been 

upheld in the world not as a system, not by 

books, not by argument, nor by temporal 

power, but by the personal influence of such 

men…, who are at once the teachers and the 

patterns of it”.  Saint John Henry Newman



Parents on a Mission 

from Baptism until today …

God is the giver of all life, human 
and divine. May he bless the 
father of this child. He and his 
wife will be the first teachers of 
their child in the ways of faith. 
May they be also the best of 
teachers, bearing witness to the 
faith by what they say and do, in 
Christ Jesus our Lord.

From the Rite of Baptism



Memorare to Our Lady, 
Mother of Catholic Schools
Remember, O Most Gracious Virgin Mary, that you 

have been given to us by your Son to be our mother. 

Through your maternal intercession support and

aid our Catholic schools.

We entrust to you our Catholic schools; bless them.

We commend to you our students and teachers; enlighten 

them.

We commit to your protection our families; guard them.  

Never was it known that anyone who fled to your protection, 

implored your help, or sought your intercession, was left 

unaided. 

Inspired by this confidence, assist those who come to you 

for guidance as they decide to send their children to a 

Catholic school; grant them clarity of vision.  

Full of confidence in your power before God,we place our 

Catholic schools in your providential care. Amen.

The Virgin Mary as a Child, 

Asleep

By Francisco de Zurbaran



www.appostolic.org


